
Open
Door Fund

The UK Evaluation Society (UKES) is committed to widening access to high-quality professional 
development in evaluation. Our Open Door Fund supports people who face financial or practical barriers 
to attending our conferences or training courses, whether online or in person. This fund is offered in 
addition to statutory rights. The UK Evaluation Society remains committed to meeting all legal 
requirements around reasonable adjustments.

This guidance explains who can apply, how to submit an application, and how decisions are made. Please 
read it carefully before completing the online form. 

Anyone may apply to this scheme if they face financial or other barriers that limit their ability to attend UKES
training or our annual conference. 
We particularly welcome applications from people:

from less advantaged socio-economic backgrounds
with caring responsibilities
who experience physical or mental health barriers
with a disability or neurodiversity requiring additional support

This list is not exhaustive. If your circumstances are not listed but you believe support would enable your
participation, we encourage you to apply.

UK and international applicants
UK-based applicants are prioritised, as we are a UK-registered charity and aim to support those for whom
funding will make the most immediate difference.
International applicants are welcome to apply if they can demonstrate how attending will support or
strengthen evaluation practice in the UK (for example, through sharing expertise, case studies or learning
from evaluation projects).

ELIGIBILITY

 How applications are assessed

Applications are reviewed by a panel comprising a lead trustee, a UK Evaluation Society 
volunteer from the conference committee, and a member of our staff team.
All applications are anonymised before assessment to help reduce unconscious bias.
Decisions are based on:

alignment with the aims of the scheme
the level of need demonstrated



availability of funds

You may be contacted for further clarification or to provide supporting evidence, such as proof of 
identity or a reference. Applicants will be notified of the decision by email. 

How to apply

Applications are made through our online form. You can apply any time, but it must be by the end of 
the quarter before the event or activity for which you are seeking funding or support.You will be 
asked to provide:

basic contact details
information about your circumstances and why support is needed
the event or training you wish to attend
the type of support requested (e.g., fee reduction, bursary support)
brief evidence to support your request

We can only accept one application per person for each event or activity. In that one application, 
you can ask for help with a single cost (like a ticket) or several costs, such as travel and 
accommodation. 

Once you have completed the form, you’ll receive an email confirmation. We encourage early 
applications, as funding is limited and assessed on a rolling basis. 

Apply now

Terms and conditions
By applying to this scheme, you agree to these terms and conditions. Funding is limited and 
allocated on a first-come, assessed basis. We strongly encourage early applications. 

This fund is offered in addition to statutory rights. The UK Evaluation Society remains committed to 
meeting all legal requirements around reasonable adjustments.
We can only accept one application per person for each event or activity.
Support is provided solely for participation in UK Evaluation Society (UKES) training events or 
conferences, whether held in person or online. 
UKES may request further information to verify details in your application. This may include 
proof of identity, references, or other documentation to help prevent fraud.
Application criteria, eligibility requirements and the terms of this scheme may be amended or 
withdrawn at any time.
Recipients agree to attend the event in full (or as agreed).
Funding or assistance cannot be transferred or exchanged for cash.
Where relevant, receipts must be submitted as part of the reimbursement process. Only receipts 
that:

relate to costs previously approved under this scheme,
clearly show the full amount paid,
confirm that payment has been made (not pending), and
display the full date, will be accepted.

https://forms.office.com/e/Jw5Q9jeeB6
https://forms.office.com/e/Jw5Q9jeeB6
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